88 M.. wurzel farm, 


8. The ANAL of convincing Speech, | N. er 
4 Porr demonſtrative impart, 95 0 5 * 

as may ev ry Confcience r 
And ſound the Unbelizving Heart,” eee IE 


9. The Spirit of refining Fire: 
. Searching the Inmoſt of the Mind, 
77 purge all fierce and foul Deſire, 
And kindle Life more pure and "I 


o. The Sp'rit of Faith, in this Thy Day, 

To break the Pour o A cancel d Sin, r 44 
Tread down its Strength. overturn its Sway, 

And flill the Conqueſt more than uin. 


11. The Spirit breathe of Inward Life, 

| Which in our Hearts Thy Laws: i they md 12 

Then Grief expires, and Pain, and Strife, | 
*Tis Nature all, and all Delight. | 


12. On all the Earth Thy Spirit ſhow'r, 
The Earth in Righteouſneſs renew; 
Thy Kingdom come, and Hell's oer poor, 
And to thy Sceptre all ſubdue. 


13. Like mighty Wind, or Torrent fierce,” 
Let it Oppoſers all er- run, 
And ev'ry Law of Sin reverſe, - 
That Faith and Love may make all one, 


14. Yea, let thy Sp'rit in ev'ry Place 
Its Richer Energy declare, © | 
While lovely Tempers, Fruits o 7 "WA 
The Kingdom of thy CHRIST prepare, 
15. Grant this, O Hoh GOD, and True! 
The Antient Seers Thou 4d inſpire © 


| To Us perform the Promiſe due, 
. and crown Us now with Fire, 
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Out of an Engliſh Bow, 
Which ſtrucke Earl Douglas to the Heart, 
A deep and deadly Blow, Cyezvy Cnace, 
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SIR, 


7 HILE affecting (as it ſnould ſeem from 
your Motto to your late Letters, Tan- 
dem \ Doctores audita Cœde ſuorum conveniunt“) 
to think, that having mowed down whole Ranks 
of plebeian Writers in the Controverſy, you are 
now going to complete your T riumph by gaining 
from their Leaders Spolia opima, permit one 
whoſe Security may perhaps have ariſen ſolely | 
from your overlooking him in your Progreſs, to 
tell you that he is yet alive, and tho” poſſibly not 
coming within the Deſcription you have given of 
one who has any conſiderable Character at Stake, 
fill unwilling to incur the Reproof once given 
o the Children of Ephraim, that though armed, 

ind carrying Bows, they turned back in the Day 
of Battle : that part of the Field indeed in which 
have hitherto fought, you ſeem deſirous of de- 
ning, and I ſhould not aſſume more than you 
W appear 


WE, 


appear to do in your Accounts of what you have 


| proved, were I to ſuppoſe, that your not pledg- 


ing yourſelf to anſwer what may be produced as 


to the Doctrine of Scripture on the Subject in 


Debate, ariſes from a Conſciouſneſs, that what 
has been ſtated in the Dialogues on the Doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity cannot be refuted. As you 


aſſure us, however, that you will give Proofs even 
| of Superiority in Ingenuouſneſs, 1 will preſume 


that thro' my Omiſſion of what in the preſent Caſe 
ſhall not be omitted, the ſending you a Copy of 
the Tract, it has happened, that you have been 
guilty of what has ever been eſteemed very un- 


ſoldierlike Conduct; left behind you a place that 
may give you much Trouble in your Retreat, 
ſhould you not ſucceed. in your preſent Expedi- 


tion: and changing my Poſt, I will follow you 


1 whither you invite us; to the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſ- 
tory of the three firſt Centuries, and the Opinions 
then entertained by the Generality of Chriſtians 


on the Perſon of Chriſt. In your general Ground 


for determining in what Senſe the Apoſtolic De- 
clarations on this Subject are to be received, that 
in which the firſt Chriſtians underſtood them I 
agree, (though without meaning to turn my Back 


on the Light afforded us by the ancient Scrip- 


tures ſo earneſtly recommended by St. Paul as 
able to make men wiſe unto Salvation z) but J 
cannot think that the way to diſcover this Senſeg 
1 to receive promiſcuouſiy what every early} 


Writes 


3 1 
Writer may have delivered as Apoſtolic Doctrine, 
ſince from almoſt the firſt there were thoſe who 
corrupted the Truth: and I ſubmit ir to your 
Candour, whether the Manner in which I mean 
to inveſtigate the Queſtion be not more likely to 
produce the true Solution, calling on you, ſeri- 
ouſly and diſpaſſionately to conſider the Mode and 
the ſeveral Steps of my Enquiry, object where 
you have Ground for Objection, but where you 
can point out none, acknowledge with the Can- 
dour you profeſs, what is proved, to be true, 

Firſt then as the Aſſertions of private Writers 
cannot be depended on, becauſe they may or may 


not deliver what was really the Doctrine the 


Church had received; and ſince we cannot collect 
the Voices of a Body of People preceding us at 
ſo great a diſtance of Time, that we may know 


what, ere Corruption had time to ſpread far, the 
Majority of Chriſtians held, to the Writings of 


the Teachers of the People, of the Heads of the 
Churches, muſt we recur; their Authority ap- 
pearing to be good as that of the Depoſitaries of 


what the firſt Preachers taught, and of thoſe from 


whom the People theiaſelves received what they 
held: There did indeed, in caurſe of Time, creep 
even into this Body ſome who taught falſe 
Doctrines, but as they were cenſured immediately 
by the general Voice, by regularly tracing the 


| Line of Doctrine, we may eaſily be enabled ſatiſ- 5 
fa&orily t to determine who, when Differences aroſe, 


B 2 ; departed 


„ 


5 0 05 from the Truth, and who retained it. 

To what Remains we have of thoſe I have men- 
tioned, therefore, I mean to turn my Enquiry, and 
ſhall note in Succeſſion what was delivered by | 
them as the Doctrine of the Church; whence I | 
hope it will appear, what is to be conſidered as 
truely the Belief of Chriſtians, and what as | 
Tenets broached by Gainſayers; on whom we 
are to look as Succeſſours to the Apoſtles in their | 
Doctrine, and on whom as Succeſſours to their 
Gainſayers. : | 
Without further Preface I thus arrange what I | 
find. The Apoſtles exhorted thoſe whom they | 
ſet over the Churches, to commit the things 
which they heard of them, to faithful men, who | 
mould be able to teach others alſo, 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
and to the ſame Purpoſe, though not in the ſame 
Words, Tit. ii. 15. 1 Pet. v. 2. 2 Pet. i. 15. 
Jude 1, 3. and what was by the Apoſtles deliver- | 

ed to them concerning the Perſon of Chriſt we | 

find in various Places of the New Teſtament | 
thus expreſſed. * | 


That 


* W 
„ r 
E 


t 


$7] Es 
Apoſtles. _ Apoſtolic Fathers *. 
That Jeſus was Chriſt, e 
Acts xviii. 5. 
That Chriſt is the Son 
of God, Acts ix. 12. 
By whom he made 
the Worlds, Who is the 
Brightneſs of his Glory, 
and the expreſs Image 


of his Perſon, and up- 
holdeth all things by 


the Word of his Power. 


Heb. i. 2, 3. 

That he is the Image 
of the Inviſible God 
born before all Creation. 

That by him were all 


Things created, that are enen 


12 Heaven and that we with the Father before 
the Ages, and in the 


in Earth viſible and in- 
viſible—and that he is End 3 
before all Things, and 2 . nat. 
by him all Things con- Nan. . 6. 

ſiſt, Col. i. 15. 17. 


| Trow Rev 05 fεε⁰¶Qνννπ H “, 
wallpi ny u ile pen. 


* We have no Reaſon to think that the Perſons ſet over 
the ſeveral Churches by the Apoſtles were faithleſs to their 
Charge; in their Epiſtles we find no Doubts of them ex- 
preſſed, though the riſe of falſe Teachers, againſt whom 
they would have to guard their Flocks, is frequently ſpoken 
of, and if they were faithful, they took care to commit what 
they had received alſo to faithful Men, and we may give 
Credit at leaſt to the ſecond Succeſſion of Biſhops : How- 
ever, of thoſe who were taught by the Apoſtles themſelves, 


ſome have left Writings, as Clemens Romanus, Polycarp | 


and Ignatius, of theſe venerable Fathers we have on the 
- preſent Subject the Declaration this Column contains. 


For 
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| Fathers of 2d Century. 


For John preaching 


one God Almighty and 
one only begotten Chriſt 
Jeſus, by whom he ſays 


all things were made, 


declaring this ſame to be 
the Son of God, this 
ſame the only begotten, 


this ſame the Maker of 


all things, this ſame the 
true Light, lighting 
every Man, this ſame 


the Maker of the World, 


that this ſame came untd 
his own, that this ſame 


was his ſelf made Fleſn, 


and dwelt among us. 
Iren, cont, Hær. L. 1. 
E. 9 . 6. 2. God made 
all things by his Word 
and his Wiſdom. 
Theoph. ad Autolycum. 


. 
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ra Tarra. | | 


* As this is a Writer than whoſe Works none can be of 
more uſe in deciding the preſent Controverſy, permit me to 


T2] 


Fathers of 3d Century. 


But with us not only 


the God and Father of 


all is great, for he. im- 


parted even of his own. 


Majeſty to his Son only 
begotten, and born be- 


fore all Creation. Orig. 


cont. Celſ. L. 6. 
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Tn; Kriotog. | | 


call your attention particularly to them,—He employed 


himſelf 
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Ti 8 I 
himſelf more eſpecially in refuting the Arguments and ex. 
poſing the Errours of thoſe from whom you, Sir, ſeem tothink 
the Church hath borrowed her Doctrines of the Divinity 
of Chriſt, and the Incarnation of the Son of God, the 


Gnoſtics: In doing this he ſtates both the Doctrines of 


the various Tribes of thoſe Heretics, and that of the Church, 
which he declares to be invariably the fame in every part 


of the World, where Chriſtianity had been planted ; he 


not only pleads a traceable and uninterrupted Tradition, 


and the Writings of the Apoſtles for the latter, but ſhews | 


how theſe laſt had been wreſted and forced, that they 
| might ſeem to countenance what thoſe Heretics had broach- 
ed, not only proving that the opinions of thoſe he oppoſed 
were falſe, but ſhewing too by what mean they might to 
ſome appear to be true, though they were not ſo ; and moſt 
ſolemnly exhorting all to avoid ſuch deſtructive Errours: 


In doing this he particularly condemns thoſe, who aſſert 


| that Chriſt is a mere human Creature, L. iii. C. 19. de- 
cares, that he is the Son of God, and God, though at the 
ſame time he affirms, that there is but one God the Father; 


- which Declaration being ſo often repeated, may perhaps 
have tended, when you met with it in turning over his 


Works, to induce you to imagine, that he * the Di- 


vinity of the Son ; but if you more regularly peruſe them, 
| you will find him aſſertingathe Father and Son to be One 


God; and that the Divinity of the latter is no more denied 
by Him, than it is by us in the Nicene Creed, when we 
ſay We believe in One God the Father Almighty,” or 
in the Athanaſian repeat the Words * the Father, God Al- 
mighty. —Indeed, Sir, if the Church did not hold this 
primary Article of Faith, „that there is one God the 


Father,” ſhe would deny the Divinity of the Son, 'for if 
He were not the Son of the true God, He could not Him- 


ſelf be really God: (God as a name of nature, not a perſonal 
epithet) but the impoſſibility of our minds comprehendipg 


Bs Perfection of the Divine Nature, though both the 


LOTS, + | Voity 
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Unity e it and plurality ia it may be proved, lead ſome 
to attend to only one of theſe; and while they affirm that 
the Teachers of the Goſpel from the firſt preached one God 
the Father, forget that the Divinity of the Son was, as it 
is by the writer of whom I am now treating, as ſtrongly 
aſſerted as it can be by words,—Still when I reflect on the 
earneſt wiſh you expreſs to have the Controverſy fairly de- 
cided, and the ingenuous mode of acting you mean to fol- 
low, I pleaſe myſelf with the Hope of ſeeing you ſoon ac- 
knowledge that you have been in an Errour, as the Writ- 
ings of this one Author are ſufficient to aſcertain which of 
us is right.—They have never been deemed ſpurious z he 
was a Man of Abilities, of Learning, of Character; and 
a Diſciple of Polycarp, the Diſciple of St. John; and he 
wrote in Greek; and conſequently both from his Age, his 
Language, and Endowments, was able to underſtand the 
Writings of the Apoſtles: himſelf, and ſpeak as to the 
ſenſe in which they were underſtood in the very earlieſt 
Age of the Church. Take it not ill then,if I here change 
fides with you, and fhrowing down the - Gauntlet, 
challenge you to let our Diſpute be determined by the 
Teſlimony of this primitive Biſhop ; or if you with to de- 
eline that, yet I muſt earneſtly call on you, to declare 
plainly and unequivocally, which you in your Conſcience 
think other Chriſtians ought to eſteem the beſt authority in 
-reſpe& to the Doctrines and Hereſies in the primitive Church, 
Dr. Joſeph Prieſtley, Diſſenting Miniſter of Birmingham, 
in the 18th Century; or Irenzus, Biſhop of Lyons, in the 
Second? For they have written on the ſame Points, and 
delivered oppoſite Affirmations. The former aſſerting, Let- 
ter IV. to Dr. Price, P. 111. That the Doctrine of the 
* {imple Humanity of Chriſt was that alone which was re- 
«ceived by the great. Body of. primitive Chriſlians, both 
Jews and Gentiles ; that they ſaw in the Books of the 


New Teſtament no ſuch Doctrine as that of the Creation 


" ns the World 15 Chriſt, or even that of His Dre ls 
C „ ones.” 
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Apoſtles, © 


That he is of the 
Seed of Iſrael according 


to the Fleſh; and the 


Son of God according 


to the Spirit of Holi- 
neſs, God overall bleſſ- 


ed for evermore. Rom. 


i. 4.—ix. 5 f. 


Apoſtolic Fathers. 
Of Him came the 


Lord Jeſus according 


to the Fleſh, Clem. R. 
ü. 31. and in 


Jeſus Chriſt, according 
to the Fleſh of the Race 
of David, the Son of 


Man and Son of God. 


2 to the Epheſ. 
That to him was ſaid 
by the Pſalmiſt in the 


ale c. Ie Rv 


- , S eyive; Aoucd Tw vie | 


_ erOporre u vis Yes. 


de ence. 


« Exiſtence or Super -Angelic Nature.” — The Latter 


throughout bis Works delivering as the true Doctrine of the | 
Prophets and Apoſtles, received by the awhole Church, that | 
Chriſt is the Word and Son of God, exiſting from the Be- | 
' ginning with the Father, Our Maker, Our God, and Our | 


Judge ; truly God, and truly Man. 


+ To obviate a Repetition of any Socinian © SORE 


againſt the real Senſe of this Text, I beg leave to remind 


you that Trenzus in the 2d Century, and Cyprian in the 30, | 
quote it according to the prefent Reading, and apply it as 
we do.—See the former L. iii. C. 16, Sect. 3. and the latter, 


Adv. J d. L. i. C. 6 


_ = The 


Et are 6 Kuping Inoue me | 


'Alſo, That the Acknowledgments of all the | 
4% Orthodox Fathers of the Church imply nothing leſs than 
% the general Prevalence of. the Doctrine of the ſimple | 
* Humanity of Chriſt, and by no means that of His Pre- 


J 
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Fathers of 2d Century. 


The Word which 


likewiſe gave us Life in 
the Beginning when he 
formed us, appearing as 
our Maſter 


grant us tolive for ever. 


Clem. Alex. Adm. ad 
Gent. 


—Becauſe he is truely 
Man and truely God — 


and therefore there is 


one God the Father, and 
one Word, and one 
Spirit in all and through 
all. Iren. L. 4. C. 6.4.7. 
But now bk appeared 
unto Men this ſame 
Word who alone 1s both 
God and Man, 
Cauſe of all good things 
to us. 
Adm. ad Gent. 
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the 


Clem. Alexand. 


C 2 


Fathers of 3d Century. 


ath taught 
us to live well, that he 
may finally as God, 


That he had ſome- 


thing more divine under 


his human Form; that 


which was abſolutely the 
Son of God, God the 
Word, and the Power 
and Wiſdom of God, 
which is called Chriſt. 


Otig c. Celſ. Lo#-: 
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4 1 
Apoſtles. Apoſlolic Fathers. 
Spirit, Thou Lord in 5 
the Beginning haſt laid f 


the Foundation of the 


Earth, and the Heavens 


are the Work of thine 
Hands, &c. * Heb. i. 


10. — That he is the 
Alpha and Omega, the 
Beginning and theEnd- 
ing, which is and was 


and is to come, the Al- 


mighty. Rev. i. 8.— 


The Firſt and the Laſt, 
and the Living one, 


In your ;th Letter to Dr, Price you ſay, that the Crea- 
tion of the Heavens and the Earth, wherever they are ex- 


preſsly mentioned, is conſtantly aſcribed to God the Father, 


and the figurative Creation only where that is evidently in- 
tended to. Chriſt, and you obſerve that m Hebrews 1. 2. 
it is not ſaid that the Worlds, but that the Ages were 


made by Chriſt.-Now, Sir, in this Text the figurative | 

Creation: is not merely not evidently intended, but cannot 
$ poſſibly be meant, ſince both the Creation off Heaven and | 
| Earth is mentioned as ſpoken of by Moſes, © In the Be- 
pinning God created the Heaven and the Earth ;” and | 
the figurative Creation is never repreſented as of limited | 
Duration, whereas of this it is ſaid, © they ſhall wax old | 
as a Garment, &c,”—I therefore expect. from your Can- | 
dour that you will acknowledge that in this caſe you have | 
been miſtaken ; and I hereby call on the few who may dome 
the honour to peruſe this Letter, to take notice whether : 
vou do ſo, as I will ingenuoufly too confeſs, that I mean ; 
to preſs on you the juſt conſequences of ſuch acknowledg- 
ment, while I warn you that the not making it will en- 


poſe your pretenſions to candour to contempt. 


of 


But 


„ 


Fathers of 2d Century, 


But one only God the 
Creator who, made. by 
himfelf, this 1s by his 
Word and by his Wiſ- 


dom, Heaven, &c.— 


Iren. L. 2. C. 30. F. 9. 


The three Daies in 


which the Luminaries 


were made are Types of 
the Trinity of God, and 
his Word and his Wiſ- 
dom. Theoph. ad Au- 
, 


So that indeed he who 
made all things, with 
his Word is alone juſtly 
called God and Lord. 


Iren. L. 3. C. 8.4. 3. 


Sed ſolus unus Deus Fa- 
bricator qui fecit per ſemet 
—jpſum hoc eſt per Verbum 
et per Sapientiam ſuam, Cœ- 
lum, &c. As Tpets nut pet Twy 
Owonpwy yiſowims TUT 04 e T6 
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nas Tay copias 11.7% 


Ita ut is quidem qui omnia 


fecerit, cum verbo ſuc juſte 


dieatur Deus et Dominus 
Alus. 


Fathers of 3d century. 
Of what God? I aſk. 


If of the Creator; he 
could not who hath not 


believed in him. If of 
Chriſt; neither can he 
who denies Chriſt to be 
God be made his Tem- 
ple. If of the Holy 
Ghoſt; ſince the three 
are one, How can the 


Holy Ghoſt be pleaſed 


with hin who is the 
Enemy of either the 
Father or the Son? 


Cypr. Ep. 73- 


What Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and God, the Au- 


thor and T Sen of this 


Sacrifice did and taught. 


Cypr. Ep. 43. 


Quare cujus Dei? Si Cre- 
atoris, non potuit qui in eum 
non credidit. Si Chriſti, nec 
hujus fieri poteſt Templum, 
qui negat Deum Chriſtum. 
81 Spiritüs Sancti, cum tres 
unum ſint, Quomodo res 
Sanctus placatus eſſe et 
teſt, qui aut Patris aut fo 
inimicus eſt, 


Quod Jeſus Chriſtus Do- 
minus et Deus noſter, Sacri- 


ficit hujus Auctor et Doctor 
fecit et docuit, 


who 


5 L 4 J. 
Apdfiles. / Apoftolic Fathers, 
who became dead, and „ 
is alive for evermore. 
V. 17, 18. 
Our Lord and our By the will of the 
God. John xx. 28. That Father and Jeſus Chriſt 
being in the form of __ God. Ignat. ad 
God, he took on him 14 5 I glorify Jeſus 
C 


the form of a Servant, iſt God. Id *. 
and was made in the God ins as 
Likeneſs of Men. Phil. Man. Id. 
TR 6, 7. 155 | / T5. 
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* Of this and other Paſſages in -theld Epiſtles you are | 
| pleaſed in your Letter to Mr. Parkhurſt to ſay, that the 


Language of them is neither apoſtolical, nor indeed that 
of any Writer whatever in any Age of the Church. But 


with your Candour- you will be leſs inclined to condemn | 
* theſe Paſſages as unſcripturalif you compare them with the 
following taken from the ſacred Writers.—Kas copy wo 7 | 


nb, & To bo avrts Inos Xp, Grog egi © aAnbiuroc Oeog xa 1 
Con avwncge 1 Joh. v. 20.— Tu, te Hes n Xpr H¶t¹n THerre; 65 


ach e,αꝰ 1a Toy porov deamorhy deer x Kvpioy npwy noe! Kpiror | 


|  Eprejueyct. Jud. 4.— Ianeeogs Jes x Kupis Inos Xie dedos. 


Jac, i. 10.—E, Nu,ẽ,juͤmn Te des nu xa œuννε Inos Xpire. | 
2 Pet. i. 1,—FIpo; de Toy 900 E o o Ye. Heb: i. 6.— 
O Kuvpiog pg, xc o Oeog ue. Joh. xx. 28.—Te curnpos wy deu. 
Tit. ii. 10.— Tu Hi Se 1a νντν, ] Inov N 4,α. xi. 13. 
Of which laſt Text I muſt obſerve, that Clemens Alexan- | 
-drinus did 1n the 2d Century quote 1t in the very ſenſe in 
which I do, that of our great God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, | 
as appears from his Adman. ad Gentes, P. 6. in the Paris 


| Edition of 1641, where he * on it the Doctrine, that 
Chriſt 
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Fathers of 2d Century. 
The Lord his ſelf 
ſhall ſpeak to you, who 


being in the form of 


God did not think the 


Being on an Equality 
with God was to be 
earneſtly retained, but 
the merciful God, emp- 
tying himſelf deſiring 
to ſave Man. 

Believe O Man, Man 
and God. Believe O 
Man, the ſuffering and 


Clem. Alex. Adm. ad 


For | 1 pop Jew vera 8X, apraſ- 
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adorable living God. — 
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Fathers of 3d Century. 
Therefore the Word 


and Son of God, who 


by all the Prophets in 
times paſt was foretold 


as the Enlightener and 


Teacher of the human 


Race is ſent as the Ar- 

biter and Maſter of this 
Pardon, Grace, and Diſ- 
— He is thePower 
of God, he the Reaſon, 


he His Wiſdom and 
Glory. He deſcendeth 


into the Virgin, takes 
on him Fleſh, the Holy 


Ghoſt co - operating; 


God is joined to Man. 
This is our God, this is 


Chriſt, who as the Me- 


diator of two, took on 


him Man, whom he 
might bring to the Fa- 


ther, &c. Cyp. de Idolm. 


Van. &c. 


HFujus igitur Indulgentiæ, 


Gratiæ & Diſciplinæ Arbi- 
ter & Magiſter, Sermo et 
Filius Dei mittitur, qui per 


Prophetas, omnes retro illu- 
minator et Doctor humani 
Generis prædicabatur. Hic 


eſt Virtus Dei, Hie Ratio, 


Hie Sapientia ejus et Gloria 
Chriſt appearing at laſt as God will grant us everlaſting Life. 
Nor will you be leſs ready to recall your aſſertion of its 
not being the language of any Writer whatever in any Age 
of the Church, when you have read the many ſimilar Paſ- 
ages laid before you, and all my Readers in this Letter. 

e . That 


1 


* 


3 Fi was from the Be- 
4 


L 16 J 


© Apoſtles, | 


| - Apoſtolic Fathers. 
That He is 


There is one Phyfl 
cian both carnal and 


inning, the Word of ſpiritual, born and un- 
born, God in the Fleſh, 
true Life in Death, both 


that 


ate, 1 John i. 1. 
That he is the Word 


of God, which was in of Mary and of God, 

the beginning with God firſt paſſible and then 

8 was God N John impalüble, Jeſus Chriſt 

1. | | | our Lord. Ignat. ad 
Eph. ii. . 
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From this Text you will permit me to take an oppor- | 
- tunity of doing what comes within the Limits you have 
aligned to future Arguments from Scripture, incidentally 
touch on the ſtrong Evidence which St. John's Account of | 
the Word yields for the Divinity of Chriſt. —You ay in | 
| your Letters to Dr. Price, That “the Logos in the Intro- 
& duction to the Goſpel of John, is expreſsly ſaid to be 


„God, and has the Attributes of the God deſcribed by 


4 Moſes, viz. the Maker of all things that are made. It 
« 3s therefore. no ſuch God as Moſes himſelf is called with 
« reſpect to Pharoah, or as any Magiſtrate may be called.” } 
Now, Sir, if I can demonſtrate that what is ſaid in the 
- Beginning of this Goſpel of the Word is juſtly applied to 
| Chriſt, and that what is in ver. 14. further ſaid of the 
Word will not admit of. our conſidering it as merely an 
Attribute of the Father, your cee i to give Proof 
of your Superiority with reſpect to Ingenuouſneſs, encou- 
rages me to hope for and look forward with Joy to your 


Acknowledgment, that the LED of Chriſt is indiſpu- 
tably 


Eis Lahe $719 oeprize; Te vo | 
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« Fleſh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His Glory, 
« the Glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father) full 
e of Grace and Truth.” — Here is a plain Declaration that 


the Word was in Jeſus, and an Application of the Epithet 
Only- begotten of the Father to that Word. But how can 


an Attribute either be ſaid to be full of Grace and Truth, 


or called begotten, which is a term in its nature peculiar 
0 Filiation ? Or even was it poſſible for a Man of no Can- 
dour, (for I am ſure one of Candour would not attempt 


it) by any quibble to make this term ſeem applicable to 


an Attribute, How could Only be applied to it ? Has the 


Deity but one eſſential Attribute? If that which you ima- 


gine to be ſignified by Logos be the Power, is not the Wiſ- 


dom of God alſo an effential Attribute? Or if it be the 


latter, May not'the ſame Queſtion be aſked of the former, 


or of any other Attribute? But if Only-begotten cannot 
be applied to an Attribute, then muſt the Word be a Per- 
ſon, and evidently too no other than that Perſon to whom 
the ſame Epithet is applied a few Verſes after. No Man 
hath ſeen God at any Time, the Only-begotten Son, which 
«is in the Boſom of the Father, He hath declared Him;“ 
for as Only-begotten is in the former Text uſed abſolute- 


ly, and there can be in that Senſe but one only-begotten, 


ſo by the Addition made in this, and ſeveral other Texts of 


the Term Son unto it, its true Application is clearly and | 


firmly fixed to Him who ſaid, God fo loved the World, 
* that he gave His only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
"leveth in Him, fhould not perith but have everlaſting 
> Life,” and to whom Peter ſaid in the Names of all the 


Apoſtles, % We know and believe that Thou art the Chriſt 
the Son of the Living God,” and ſcarcely therefore need 


lexhort one ingenuouſly inclined to confeſs, that fince 
both the Word and the Son are called the Only-begotten, 
te ſame Perſon is deſigned by both Terms; nay, if any 
Man after G conlidering theſe _ could deny 

| 1 this, 


tably taught in this Scripture. Of this Logos then the 
Evangeliſt writes, ver. 14. thus ; „And the Word was made 
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Apoſtles, 


That to Him are to 


be aſcribed Glory and 
Dominion for ever and 
ever. 1 Pet. iv. 11. and 
2 Pet. iii. 18. 


And from Him Grace 


and ſpiritual Strength 
are to be looked for. 


2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. and 


Paſſim in Epiſt ®, 


Apoſtolic Fathers, 


Jeſus Chriſt His Son | 
who is his eternal Word 
not proceeding from Si- 


lence. Ignat. ad Magn. 


$ 9. In the Son and Fa- 
ther, and in the Spirit. 
Id. ibid. $13. As Jeſus | 
Chriſt to the Father, ac- | 
cording to the Fleſh, | 
and the . Apoſtles to 
Chriſt, and to the Fa- | 


ther, and to the Spirit, 
Id. ibid. 
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this, I muſt own that to accuſe him of want of Candour 
would be cruelty, as the Defect muſt be in his Underſtand- 
ing; and as Few will be found who think the laſt of Dr. 
Prieſtley, and you declare that not Victory but the Diſco-} 
very of the Truth be the End for which you contend ; 13 
ſolemnly call on you by every Motive you think ſacred, 
molt ſeriouſly to weigh theſe Declarations of the Evange- 
liſt, and as you wiſh to be juſtified not by Man's Judg4 
ment, but by that of Him who at his next Coming will, 


make manifeſt the Counſels of the Hearts, ſay, whether we nn 
are not here taught that Chriſt is the Word of God, as ſig- T* 
| 110 


nifying more than an Attribute, a Perſon, and conſequently! 
by your own Confeſſion God the Maker of all things that are 
made. | 
* I mention this Becauſe the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtian 
wiſhing the Brethren the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrißß 
equally with the Love of God, can no more conſiſt witl 
their entertaining thoſe unworthy Ideas of Him which yo! 


'Thi 


Fathers of 2d Century. 

The Word of God 
who is alſo His Son, 
Theoph. ad Autol. E. 2. 
The Lord, in appear- 


ance deſpiſed, in fact 


adorable, the expiating, 
the ſaving, -the kind, 
the divine Word, the 
moſt manifeſt truly God, 


who was equal to the 


Lord of all; for he was 
His Son, and the Word 
was in God. Clem. 
Alex. Adm; ad Gent. 
For the Church tho” 
diſperſed thro' the whole 
World unto the Ends of 
the Earth; yet having 
received from the Apo- 


ſtles, and their Diſci- 
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Fathers of 3d Century. 
We have an Advo- 


cate and Interceſſor for 
our Sins, Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord and God. 


Cypr. Ep. 49. 


But that which de- 
ſcended among Men was 
in the Form af God, 


and for Love of Man 


He emptied Himſelf. 
Orig. cont. Celſ. L. 4. 
Let thoſe who accuſe 


zus know, that He who 


we think and are per- 
ſuaded was from the 
Beginning God and the 


Son of God, the ſame 


Hic in Virginem illabitur: 
Carnem Spiritu ſancto co- 
operante induitur. Deus cum 
Homine miſcetur. Hie Deus 
noſter, Hie Chriſtus eſt, qui 


Mediator duorum Hominem 
induit quem perducat ad Pa- 


trem, &c, 

Habemus Advocatum & 
ee erw er peccatis 
noſtris Jeſum Chriſtum Do- 
minum et Deum noſtrum. 
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a doubt of his being able to hear and affiſt them, and J re- 


E. 20 1 
— Apofolze Fathers, | 
5 FATS ' As0nOneJeſusChrift 
proceeding from oneFa- 
ther, and being in and | 
going to one. 1d. ibid. Z 

0 OY 
e our Loetd 
5 Jeſus Chriſt, to whom | 
be Glory and Majeſty | 
for ever and ever, Amen, | 
Clem. Rom. Ep. Cap. 
20. | | 
Through whom and | 
| 8 with whom be unto the | 
VI e Father with the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, Glory and Do- 
| minion for ever. Act. 
wh i; 27 GORE, Martyr, S.Tanat*.F. 6, | 
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—.4 the boldneſs to utter, thay their praying to "him. with 


peat no Arguments on this Caſe becauſe mere common 
ſenſe ſtands not in need of proof. 
* Theſe acts being contained in the Epiſile.of a whole 
Church, at once convey to us the Voice of a Body of 
Chriſtians, and therefore are very properly produced it 
evidence, | 
ples 
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5 [ 21 } 


ples, the Faith in one 


God the Father Almigh- 


ty, who made Heaven 
and Earth, and in the 


one Chriſt Jeſus the Son L. 


of God, who was made 
fleſh for our- Salvation; 
and in the Holy Ghoſt 
who ſpake- by the Pro- 
phets, That to Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord and God, 


and Saviour; and King, 
according to the good. 


Pleaſure of the inviſible 
Father,everykneeſhould 
bow. Iren. L. i. C. 10. 
9. ; © Fs 


Iren. L. iii. C. 21. 
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God therefore be- 
came Man, and the Lord 
His ſelf ſaved us giving 
the Sign of the Virgin. 


Acſopuare- 


Fathers bf 3d Oentury. 
is the very Word and 


the very Wiſdom, and 


the very Truth, but His 

mortal Body, &c. Id. 
US: | 

At the ſame time 


ſhewing how indeed we 


think Him to be God, 


but in a certain Reſpe& 


call Him Man. Orig, 
cont. Celſ. L. 2, | 
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iel. Apoſtolic Fathers, 
Lhe 7 eine eo Lord 
IiIIleſus Chriſt be with you, 

J . Ro..1Ep. So 

8 Os ite calling on the Son of 

' God, for the Churches 
with all the Brethren | 
.* Kneeling. Act. Martyr, |} 

8 >: 
Mercy and Peace be 


„ oi 
JJ ne, ige, 
15 Fw andtheLord Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour. Ep. Polyc, 
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Fathers of 2d Century. 


His Holy Word who 
is always together with 
him. Theoph. ad Aut. 
„ 

Learn dats. ye 


| Senſeleſs, that Jeſus who 


ſuffered for us, who dwelt 
among us, this ſame is 
the Word of God. Iren. 
L. 1. C. 9. §. 3. But 
as Truth interprets the 
Word, conceived from 
evertaſtin in the Heart 
of God, 
thing was brought into 
Being, He had this his 
own Mind and Wiſdom 


for His Counſellor. But 


when God would make 
whatever He determin- 


ed, He begat the ſame 
Word who came forth 


from Him, born before 


all Creation, not being 


His ſelf emptied of the 
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W athers of 3d Century, 


But what Blindneſs of 
Mind is it, what De- 
pravity, to be unwilling 
to be acquainted with 
the Unity of the Faith 
come down to us, con- 
cerning God the Father, 
and concerning the Doe- 
trine of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord and God! Cypr. 


Ep. 74. 


Quæ vero eſt animi Cæci- 
tas, quæ Pravitas, fidei uni- 


ſu Chriſti Domini et 1 
noſtri Traditione venientem 


nolle cogneſcere! : 


Apoſtles, 
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Apoſtles. | 
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Fathers of ad Century. 


but having begotten the 


Word, and always con- 
verſing with His Word, 


whence the Holy Scrip- 
tures inſtruct us, and all 


the inſpired, among 
whom John ſays, In the 
Beginning was the Word 
and the Word was with 
God, ſhewing that at 
firſt God was alone, and 
theWord in Him. Then 
He ſays, and the Word 
was God, all things were 
made by Him, and with- 
out Him not one thing 
was made: the Word 
therefore being God, 
and born of God, &c. 
Theop. ad Autol. L. 2. 

Neither indeed 1s the 
Chriſt one but Jeſus ano- 
ther, but the Word of 
God, whois theSaviourof 
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Nec alius quidem Chriſtus 
aling reve Teflin, ſed Verbum 
Dei, qui eſt Salvator Homi- 
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Fathers of zd Century. 


IN 


As we received from 


the Biſhops before us, 


and in the Catechiſm, 
and when we received 
Baptiſm, and as welearn- 
ed from thedivine Writ- 
ings, and as we both be- 
lieved and taught in the 


Prieſthood, and 2 


our Epiſcopate itſelf, 


. allo believing at preſent, 


we lay our Faith before 
you. Now it is this; 
we believe in 6ne God, 

the Father, &c. and in 
one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Word of God, God 

of God, Light of Light, 
Life of Lite, the only 


begotten Son, born be- 
fore all Creation, be- 
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gotten * 
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| | Apoſtolic Fathers, 


Men 


. 


— 


Fathers of ad Century. 

Men and the Ruler of 
Heaven and Earth, who 
is Jeſus (as we have be- 
fore ſhewn) who both 
took fleſh, and being a- 
nointed by the Father 
with the Spirit, was 
„ Iren. 
Tas . _ ag, 0 . 
This 2 Wia 
which He (Paul) ſays 
was made known to him 


by Revelation, that he. 


who ſuffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate, the ſame is 
Lord of all, and King, 
and God, and Judge. 
Id. C. 12. F. 9. 

To the only Father 
and Son, Son and Fa- 
ther, the School-Maſter 
and Teacher, Son, to- 
gether with the Holy 
Ghoſt, &c. Clem. Alex. 
Pced. L. 3. Cap. ult. 


\ 


num et Dominator Coli & 


terra, qui eſt Jeſus (quem 
admadum ante oſtendimus) 
qui et aſſumpfit carnem et 
unctus a Patre Spiritu, Jeſus 
Chriſtus factus eſt, &. 
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Fathers of za Century. 


gotten of God the Fa- 


ther before al! Ages; 


by whom alſo all things 


were made, who was in. 


carnate for our Salvati 
on, &c. Euſeb. Ep. ad 


Czſar. ap. Socrat. Hiſt. 
Eccl. L. 1. C. 8. 
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1 
With this full Teſtimony of the Faith in which 
he had been inſtructed even at his Baptiſm, and 
had ſince known to be holden by. the Church, 
and contained in Scripture, given by a Man ſo 
eminent for lus Reſearches, and ſo cautious in aſſent- 


ing as Euſebius, and who ſubſeribed after thorough | 


Examination to the Nicene Creed, 1 will cloſe my 


Liſtof Witneſſes; having brought down the Line of | 


Teſtimony to a Time in which even Dr. Prieſtley 


does not deny the Trinitarian Doctrine to have pre- 
vailed. This Deduction too is ſuch, that I con- 


ceive no reaſonable Objection can be made to it; 


fince the Tradition it ſtates is uninterrupted ; for | 
if you doubt whether the Nicene Council did 
not depart from the Faith they had received in | 
aſcribing a divine Nature to. Chriſt, here are | 
brought forward Cyprian and Origin teaching | 
the ſame Doctrine in the preceding Century. If | 
you apprehend they had corrupted or renounced | 
what their Predeceſſors held, behold Clement, 


Theophilus, and Irenæus, Men from their Eru— 


dition and Ability capable of ſearching deeply | 
into Antiquity, much more of convincing them- | 
ſelves. what Doctrines had been holden in the 
Church during the one Generation that intervened | 
between the Apoſtles and themſelves, making the 
fame Profeſſion ; and ſhould you fear, ſpite of! 
their repeated Declarations to the contrary, that] 
the Apoſtolic Tradition had ſuffered Corruption| 


ere their time; here are not only the Words of 
1 5 os Ignatius, 


„ 
Ignatius, Polycarp, and Clement of Rome, im- 
mediate Diſciples of the Apoſtles, but Extracts 
from the Writings of thoſe Apoſtles themſelves, 
which if compared with the Doctrine of the 


Teachers of any of theſe Periods, will be found 


no leſs ſtrong in aſcribing real Divinity to our 
Redeemer. So that, Sir, little now remains for 
me but to exhort you duely to weigh what I have 
thus faithfully extracted from the original Writ- 
ers; you will pardon my again begging you to 
obſerve, how expreſs they are on the very points 
you deny; Irenæus eſpecially, does particularly 
affirm the Word and Son of God to be the ſame, 
and he particularly oppoſes the Notion of his 
being the Son of Joſeph, L. iii. C. 21. aſking 
how, if He were ſo, He could be greater than 
Solomon or Jonas? While you aſſert © that the 
Doctrine of the ſimple Humanity of Chriſt was, 
« and that you have ſhewn that it was that alone 
e which was received by the great Body of pri- 


„% 6, 


« mitive Chriſtians.” The above Father ſays 
too, that the Word of God our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


the one and ſame Pater Familias, produced both 
Teſtaments, and ſpake to Abraham and to Moſes, 
L. iv. C. 9. While you deny the Word and 
Chriſt to be the ſame, and aſſert that the Ac- 


knowledgments of all the Orthodox Fathers of 


the Church, imply by no means His pre- exiſt- 
ence. Irenæus, though writing expreſsly againſt 


the Gnoſtics, maintains the Divinity of Chriſt as 


we 


— NT lr ae rene 
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we do, and cites Texts now in Diſpute, in the 


three firſt Centuries e Gen 1. 26. 1 
| 3 1 


1 2 1 


very ſame Senſe we contend for, as that of Rom. 
ix. 5. L. iii. C. 16. and John xvii. 5. L. iv. 
C. 14. and with the Chief, all the Fathers of 4 


* A Writer for the Monthly Review miſtaking his Em- 
ployment, has in the Number for June laſt, in lieu of giv- 
ing a fair Account of the Contents of my Dialogues on the 
Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, either through groſs 
Miſtake, or a wiſh to give an unfair Impreſſion of the 
"Craft, miſrepreſented the Argument drawn by me from this 
Text—he intimates that I bring it forward as a proof of a 


| Trinity ; ; to do that I muſt be a wretched Logician indeed. 
But when I affirmed that © Let us make,” implied a Plu- | 
rality in the Creatour, I faid no more than common ſenſe ſug- 


geſts, and the Church has holden from the earlieſt Ages of it, 


The ſame Writer ſays ſcoffingly, that I maintain that the Dam- | 
natory Clauſcs of the Athanaſian Creed are expreſſive of a 

Charitable Spirit; I had ſaid, „That they contain neither 
% Prayers or Wiſhes for the Condemnation of Unbelievers, 
s but Expreſſions of the Sentiments of the Church with re- 
& gard to their State, which Sentiments are thus openly deli- | 
% vered with the moſt charitable of all Views, that of rouſing 


« the guilty to Reflection and Repentance, and preſerving 
« others from falling into their Errours ; thus aiming at the 
„Salvation of both.” —If ſuch an aim be not charitable, 


I hope this clear ſighted Writer will tell us what is.—Nei- | 


ther is another Argument which he affects to treat with equal 


Scorn, ſaying, that I infer that unleſs Chriſt be God, He can- 


not be a Saviour, from theWords in Hoſea xiii. «4. For there 
4 is no Saviour befides me,” more difficult to be ſupported ; | 
for if as the Holy Scriptures teach, there be no Saviour beſides 
God, and yet as the ſame Scriptures teach, Chriſt be a true 
Saviour; it is manifeſt, that to make theſe Aſſertions conſiſt- 


ent, 


ä’ £ WF 1 
poken u unto the Son; while you aſſert that they 
were far from holding the Doctrine of the World's 
being made by Him. I freely own, that like 
yourſelf, I pofſeſs when writing a Wiſh to con- 
vince and to convert; my hearty Delire is to. 
obey the Truth myſelf, and ſee others do the 
ſame; nor do I envy a Man who diſcovers what 
is beyond my own Reach; when any one has 
ſuch ſucceſs, far from. controverting the Truth 

of his Deductions, I will readily acknowledge, 
; WM and gladly make uſe of them. But permit me 
a WM to ſay, it is not by endeavouring to anſwer each 
other's Tracts as ſoon as it is phyſically poſſible, 
that we are likely to arrive at the Truth which is 
©: the Object of our Inveſtigation. The Argu- 
n- WF ments, ſhould be thoroughly examined, the Au- 
2 WF thors quoted recurred to, and their meaning 
er WF weighed. Nay, fo ſacred js our Subject, that 
dhe very appearance of Haſte on it is indecent. 
1i- WM Conſider, Sir, if Truth lies on my ſide, it is on 
ns the Nature of that very Being from whom all our 
ing Underſtanding flows, that we are writing, of that 
Light which lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World: ſhould our irreverence provoke His 


ent, Chriſt muſt be God.—Now 8 the not being 
refuted by a Writer of no deeper Diſcernment or Know- 
ledge than this appears, be indeed no Matter of glorying ; 
yet it is ſome Satisfaction, that one ſo well intentioned, 
could in a Tract of near a Hundred Pages, find nothing 
but what is here mentioned, on which to wreak his Venge- 
ance for the * Viags vocinianifm had therein received. 


Indig- 


